
Peconic Estuary Program (PEP) Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) 

Policies on Conflict of Interest, Confidentiality, and Related Matters 

 

Members of the PEP TAC will be asked to review and provide guidance related to 

research, data management, modeling, and sampling and monitoring efforts, The TAC 

will conduct peer review of technical documents, reports and studies by the Peconic 

Estuary Program Management and or Policy Committee.   It is expected that the 

participation of a committee member/alternate in the work of the committee will reflect 

the highest professional standards of conduct.  Given the technical and scientific focus of 

the committee’s duties, members/alternates should hear, see, and consider all information 

presented to the committee, and the views and opinions expressed by other 

members/alternates, in an open and unbiased manner that reflects the essential nature of 

scientific inquiry.  Of special concern are issues relating to conflict of interest and the 

confidentiality of information presented to and discussed by the committee.   

 

Conflict of Interest 

 

The work of the committee may place a TAC member/alternate in situations of real or 

perceived conflict of interest wherein the member/alternate himself or herself, an 

immediate family member(s), or colleague(s) at his/her home institution have a financial 

stake in a matter before the committee. In such situations, the member/alternate is obliged 

to disclose the real or potential conflict of interest to the TAC chair.  The TAC chair will 

rule on whether the specifics of the situation require that the member/alternate refrain 

from participating in the discussion and/or any action by the committee on the matter.  

The names of members/alternates who have recused themselves during a meeting for a 

conflict of interest will be recorded in the meeting minutes.  The concern here is to assure 

fairness and impartiality in decision-making, and to avoid even the appearance of 

impropriety.  

 

Confidentiality 

 

TAC members/alternates are to treat all information presented to the committee, as well 

as the discussions and actions of the committee, as confidential unless otherwise advised 

by PEP Management or Policy Committees.  Alternates may share committee-related 

information with an alternate from their host institution.  Any public release of material 

relating to the committee’s work is solely the responsibility of PEP Management and or 

Policy Committee.  Public queries about the committee’s work should be referred to these 

committees. 

 

I have read the above statement.  I agree to abide by it during my participation on the 

Peconic Estuary Program Technical Advisory Committee: 

 

Member’s Name:  _________________________________________  Date:   

  

Member’s Signature: ______________________________________________ 


